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THE ACADEMY OF MEDICINE OF CLEVELAND/NORTHERN OHIO MEDICAL ASSOCIATION (AMC/NOMA) WANTS TO HEAR FROM YOU!!!!

TELL US YOUR OPINION ABOUT THE PROPOSED MEDICARE PHYSICIAN PAYMENT CUTS

Medicare physician payment updates are driven by a flawed formula called the Sustainable Growth Rate, or SGR. Under the current formula, Medicare is projected to impose physician payment cuts of 26 percent over six years beginning in 2006, while the cost of running a practice and caring for patients increases 15 percent.  From 2006-2014 – Medicare payments in Ohio would be cut by $4.97 billion.  For physicians in Ohio, the cuts over this period will average $20,000 per year for each physician in the state.  The first of the six annual Medicare pay cuts is slated to occur January 1st of next year.  It is projected that Medicare physician payment rates in Ohio would be cut by $101 million in 2006.  

The AMC/NOMA is interested in your opinion on how this proposed payment cut would affect your practice.  Under current law, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) is required to adjust payments to physicians based on a formula that ties reimbursement changes to the gross domestic product.  Congress recently introduced two bills aimed to adjust the Medicare reimbursement formula.  The AMC/NOMA has already sent letters to all of our members encouraging them to write to Congress to voice their support for HR 2356 and SB 1081– The Preserving Patient Access to Physicians Act of 2005.  If Congress does nothing NOW to fix the SGR, physician payment rates will be cut 26% from 2006-2011—including a 4.3% cut on January 1, 2006.  

The data we gather from this survey will be used in additional letters to Congress and CMS as well as in information provided to the media and the community.  We need your feedback to be able to provide specific information from the Northern Ohio region regarding what physicians in our area are experiencing and why this is an urgent issue.

Tell us your opinion:

Check one of the options below:

If Congress fails to correct the SGR formula, what are you more likely to do?

· My practice will not change; I will continue to see Medicare patients and admit new Medicare patients.

· My practice is struggling financially; I’ll close my practice to new Medicare patients.

· My practice is barely viable and cannot sustain another decrease in payment. I’ll stop seeing any Medicare patients.

· Other:____________________________________________________________

Comments: ______________________________________________________________________________

Name (optional): _____________________________________________

List specialty: __________________________________________

FAX back to AMC/NOMA at 216-520-0999 by no later than August 25th, 2005 – Thank you.  

