HELP STOP THE MEDICARE CUTS!
· Your physicians are dedicated to providing high quality medical care. Due to a government mistake, Medicare cuts of nearly 18% over 4 years are threatening the ability of America’s physicians to serve current and future Medicare patients in the manner you deserve, and we want to provide.

· The first cut hit in January 2002.  Unless Congress acts, another cut is scheduled for February of 2003.

· These deep cuts are preventing many physicians from accepting new Medicare patients.

· These cuts may result in greater out-of-pocket costs for Medicare patients.

· The U.S. Senate must act in January to halt cuts and prevent a Medicare meltdown.

· You can help: Call the AMA toll-free hotline at 1-800-833-6354 and push ”1” on your keypad to be connected to your Senators’ offices.

· Please tell your Senators that you want them to pass legislation in January to stop Medicare physician cuts
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The Academy of Medicine of Cleveland/Northern Ohio Medical Association, headquartered in Cleveland, has advocated for patients and physicians for almost 180 years.  Today, the organization continues its mission to “support physicians in being strong advocates for all patients to promote the practice of the highest quality of medicine.”  To learn more about the AMC/NOMA and its initiatives, visit our web site at www.amcnoma.org or contact us at:

6000 Rockside Woods Blvd., Suite 150

Cleveland, OH  44131-2352

216-520-1000 TEL

216-520-0999 FAX

Medicare

In

Crisis

A guide for physicians and their patients 
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· Why all the cuts?
CMS Administrator Tom Scully says “The reduction in physician fee schedule rates results from a formula specified in the Medicare law, and we believe that the formula is flawed and must be fixed.”  Although Congress considered several options for fixing the fee schedule formula for 2003, and the House actually passed a bill to address these issues, no final action was taken by Congress.

· Is it too late to fix the problem?

There is a small window of opportunity to amend the situation.  Congress has 60 days from the date of the rule’s final publication in the Federal Register, on December 31, 2002, to review the decision.

· What’s being done at this time?

On January 7, 2003, House Joint Resolution 3 was introduced by Rep. Bill Thomas (R-CA) that would halt implementation of the new rule and freeze rates at the 2002 level for one year.  It operates on the basis of the Congressional Review Act of 1996 (CRA) that allows Congress to disapprove a rule issued by a federal agency if the House and Senate pass a joint resolution.


· What can physicians do?

Urge your senators and Representatives to vote for House Joint Resolution 3.  AMC/NOMA physician members can go to the legislative page of our our web site at www.amcnoma.org and email their Congressman directly from the site.  Sample letters and contact information are also included for telephone, fax and U.S. mail communication.

· What can patients do?
The AMC/NOMA urges all Medicare beneficiaries to contact their Congressman and urge their support of H.J.R. 3.  The American Medical Association is reaching out to Medicare patients and physicians in a grassroots effort to prevent these and future cuts.  Patients can call the AMA grassroots hotline at 1-800-833-6354 to contact your Senator and/or get detailed background and legislative information on the Medicare Physician Payment Update.   

HELP STOP THE MEDICARE CUTS!

Call the AMA toll-free hotline at

1-800-833-6354 and push ”1” on your keypad to be connected to your Senators’ offices.















IMPACT OF CUTS IN OHIO





Medicare’s physician payment rates are expected to decrease by 12% by 2005


Between 2002 and 2005, these cuts will total approximately $18,539 per physician


This is in addition to 2002 cuts totaling approximately $3,989 per physician





Ohio will rank 8th among states in total Medicare losses.





AMA surveys indicate patients’ access is being affected with one in four physicians restricting or planning to restrict the number of Medicare patients they accept.


One in three physicians has already or will limit services offered to Medicare beneficiaries.





In Ohio, 46% of physicians are over age 50, 24% are over age 60 and are considering early retirement; eventually creating an acute access problem.





Ohio’s ratio of physicians per thousand Medicare beneficiaries is 14.4 compared to the national average of 15.7.





Ohio’s situation is further compounded by skyrocketing medical liability premiums.











