Sample Letter to Representative

Date

The Honorable FIRST NAME, LAST NAME
United States House of Representatives
ROOM NUMBER, OFFICE BUILDING NAME
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Representative LAST NAME:
I am writing in support of H.R. 2356, the Preserving Patient Access to Physicians Act of 2005. This bill, introduced by Reps. Clay Shaw (R-FL) and Ben Cardin (D-MD), would prevent a scheduled 4.3 percent reduction in physician reimbursement and replace the flawed portion of the Medicare reimbursement formula. The Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) has recommended both of these important changes to physician reimbursement. 

Currently, [insert percentage] percent of my practice is devoted to the care of Medicare beneficiaries. To provide continued access to this patient population, my practice must be able to meet the expenses incurred in providing their medical care.  From 2006-2014 – Medicare payments in Ohio would be cut by $4.97 billion.  For physicians in Ohio, the cuts over this period will average $20,000 per year for each physician in the state.  The first of the 6 annual Medicare pay cuts is slated to occur on January 1, 2006.  It is projected that Medicare physician payment rates in Ohio would be cut by $101 million in 2006.  

If Congress doesn’t act soon, Medicare will cut reimbursement payments to physicians by 26% over the next six years—including a 4.3 percent cut on January 1, 2006.  The Preserving Patient Access to Physicians Act of 2005 (H.R. 2356) would protect patients' access to care by increasing Medicare physician payments by at least 2.7 percent in 2006.  It would also stop payment cuts in 2007 and beyond by replacing Medicare’s flawed “Sustainable Growth Rate” formula, or SGR, with a new formula that reflects changes in the Medicare Economic Index.  I hope I can count on your support.  

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE

(Note:  If you send a letter to Congress or to your patients regarding this legislation, please provide a copy of your letter to the AMC/NOMA.)



Sample Letter to Senator

DATE
The Honorable FIRST NAME, LAST NAME
United States Senate
ROOM NUMBER, OFFICE BUILDING NAME
Washington, D.C. 20510
Dear Senator:
I am writing you in support of S. 1081, the Preserving Patient Access to Physicians Act of 2005. This bill, introduced by Senators Jon Kyl (R- AZ) and Debbie Stabenow (D- MI), would prevent a scheduled 4.3 percent reduction in physician reimbursement for 2006 and 2007. S. 1081 calls for Medicare to increase physician payments by at least 2.7 percent in 2006 and an estimated 2.6 percent in 2007.

Currently, [insert percentage] percent of my practice is devoted to the care of Medicare beneficiaries. To provide continued access to this patient population, my practice must be able to meet the expenses incurred in providing their medical care.  From 2006-2014 – Medicare payments in Ohio would be cut by $4.97 billion.  For physicians in Ohio, the cuts over this period will average $20,000 per year for each physician in the state.  The first of the six annual Medicare pay cuts is slated to occur on January 1, 2006.  It is projected that Medicare physician payment rates in Ohio would be cut by $101 million in 2006.  

If Congress doesn’t act soon, Medicare will cut physician reimbursements by 26% over the next six years—including a 4.3 percent cut on January 1, 2006.  These cuts threaten patients’ access to care, as many physicians will be forced to decrease the number of new Medicare patients they can treat.

I hope I can count on your support.  

NAME 

ADDRESS 

PHONE

(Note:  If you send a letter to Congress or to your patients regarding this legislation, please provide a copy of your letter to the AMC/NOMA.)
